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Dear Neighbor:

Best wishes to you as we start the new year. I hope you are rested from the holidays
and looking forward to the year ahead.

As you know, the upcoming legislative session promises to be a tremendous challenge.
Our state budget has been hit with a projected $1.25 billion shortfall. It will be
extremely tough to make this adjustment.

How did we get here? Simply put, our revenue has gone down sharply, yet our needs
continue to go up.

After we passed the state’s two-year spending plan last year, revenue projections
dropped as our economy began to feel the impact of the recession. The devastating
Sept. 11 attacks only worsened matters, leading in part to massive layoffs at Boeing.

At the same time, the needs of our state continue to grow. During the past 20 years,
our state population has jumped from just less than 4 million to nearly 6 million.
During the next two years, our public schools will have to make room for about
12,000 more students than we planned for last session. Caseloads at the Department
of Social and Health Services, the state’s primary social-service agency, and the
Department of Corrections are also up. Our state colleges and universities are busting
at the seams, and more demand is coming because of job retraining and a baby
“boomlet” starting college. It’s no secret that health-care costs continue to skyrocket.
And we are experiencing one of the highest unemployment rates in the country.

Altogether, we are grappling with at least $350 million in unanticipated costs and
more than $900 million in reduced revenue.

As your state senator, I am duty-bound to help craft solutions to our budget crisis. 
We must find ways to reduce spending. This is never an easy task, but I will be 
working hard to continue meeting the needs of our state.

To help make sense of our budget-writing process, I am sending you this shortened
version of the “Citizen’s Guide to the Washington State Budget.” Prepared by the
Senate Ways & Means Committee, which is responsible for drafting the Senate’s
budget proposal, the guide is designed to take some of the mystery out of what is often 
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a very complicated exercise. I hope you find it useful. If you would like the 
full document, please see instructions in the guide's introduction on how to 
get additional copies.

We must all pull together to find solutions in these tough times. This can 
only be done with your help and ideas. Please take a moment to fill out the
“Eide Gram” at the back of this booklet. Your input is very valuable to me 
and to the effectiveness of our state government.

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you need more information or help with
any issue or concern. It is a continuing honor to serve you in the Senate.

Sincerely,

Tracey J. Eide
State Senator
30th Legislative District
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Dear Neighbor:

Best wishes to you as we start the new year. I hope you are rested from the holidays
and looking forward to the year ahead.

As you know, the upcoming legislative session promises to be a tremendous challenge.
Our state budget has been hit with a projected $1.25 billion shortfall. It will be
extremely tough to make this adjustment.

How did we get here? Simply put, our revenue has gone down sharply, yet our needs
continue to go up.

After we passed the state’s two-year spending plan last year, revenue projections
dropped as our economy began to feel the impact of the recession. The devastating
Sept. 11 attacks only worsened matters, leading in part to massive layoffs at Boeing.

At the same time, the needs of our state continue to grow. During the past 20 years,
our state population has jumped from just less than 4 million to nearly 6 million.
During the next two years, our public schools will have to make room for about
12,000 more students than we planned for last session. Caseloads at the Department
of Social and Health Services, the state’s primary social-service agency, and the
Department of Corrections are also up. Our state colleges and universities are busting
at the seams, and more demand is coming because of job retraining and a baby
“boomlet” starting college. It’s no secret that health-care costs continue to skyrocket.
And we are experiencing one of the highest unemployment rates in the country.

Altogether, we are grappling with at least $350 million in unanticipated costs and
more than $900 million in reduced revenue.

As your state senator, I am duty-bound to help craft solutions to our budget crisis. 
We must find ways to reduce spending. This is never an easy task, but I will be 
working hard to continue meeting the needs of our state.

To help make sense of our budget-writing process, I am sending you this shortened
version of the “Citizen’s Guide to the Washington State Budget.” Prepared by the
Senate Ways & Means Committee, which is responsible for drafting the Senate’s
budget proposal, the guide is designed to take some of the mystery out of what is often 
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Dear Neighbor:

Best wishes to you as we start the new year. I hope you are rested from the holidays
and looking forward to the year ahead.

As you know, the upcoming legislative session promises to be a tremendous challenge.
Our state budget has been hit with a projected $1.25 billion shortfall. It will be
extremely tough to make this adjustment.

How did we get here? Simply put, our revenue has gone down sharply, yet our needs
continue to go up.

After we passed the state’s two-year spending plan last year, revenue projections
dropped as our economy began to feel the impact of the recession. The devastating
Sept. 11 attacks only worsened matters, leading in part to massive layoffs at Boeing.

At the same time, the needs of our state continue to grow. During the past 20 years,
our state population has jumped from just less than 4 million to nearly 6 million.
During the next two years, our public schools will have to make room for about
12,000 more students than we planned for last session. Caseloads at the Department
of Social and Health Services, the state’s primary social-service agency, and the
Department of Corrections are also up. Our state colleges and universities are busting
at the seams, and more demand is coming because of job retraining and a baby
“boomlet” starting college. It’s no secret that health-care costs continue to skyrocket.
And we are experiencing one of the highest unemployment rates in the country.

Altogether, we are grappling with at least $350 million in unanticipated costs and
more than $900 million in reduced revenue.

As your state senator, I am duty-bound to help craft solutions to our budget crisis. 
We must find ways to reduce spending. This is never an easy task, but I will be 
working hard to continue meeting the needs of our state.

To help make sense of our budget-writing process, I am sending you this shortened
version of the “Citizen’s Guide to the Washington State Budget.” Prepared by the
Senate Ways & Means Committee, which is responsible for drafting the Senate’s
budget proposal, the guide is designed to take some of the mystery out of what is often 
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